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of Honduras, a Spanish speaking country) and that the names
were such as Jones, McNab, Cooper and Morgan. They told
us that there was a settlement there known as Jonesville which
consisted of islanders who had continually intermarried in
their own little group since the first Jones had thrown up his
shack against the tropic trade.
But we were more interested in Morgan and before we left
Roatan we had discovered that the pirates had indeed hidden
away on Roatan. They had left more than their names and
their progeny too. Guns, eroded cannon balls, grapeshot,
fortifications, empty gin bottles (of the old school) all indicated
that the island had been a mid-sea stronghold of the buccaneers,
undoubtedly serving them on their long expeditions between
Jamaica and Panama.
We never did find the particular island where Olivas
discovered his gold. So far as I know, while this is written,
the poor benighted soul is still drunk. I am afraid he got some
bad ideas that night in the Pan-American bar !
I have always been intrigued by the idea of discovering
hidden sources of pirate treasure the way Olivas did. There
must be something intensely, personal and satisfactory about
diving for conch shells in twelve feet of the sweetest, clearest
water ever made and seeing gold pieces glinting in the coral
reef. That's my idea of pure adventure. Done on a com-
mercial basis, however, there can be no question that the
sensible way to go about the thing is to make a study of the
known sources of sunken treasure and then seek to bring it
to the surface by scientific means* The incontrovertible
evidence of treasure lying fallow at old Port Royal, for in-
stance, would warrant anybody with the spirit and the means
to go after it with diving befis and other up-to-the-minute
paraphernalia.
There is the case also of that fortune of three million five
hundred thousand dollars in Australian gold dust and nuggets
which went down with the British frigate Madagascar in
July 1853, off the eastern coast of South America, She had
cleared from Port Philip, Australia, for London with this